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2. Further Contributions to the Knowledge of the Phyto- 
phagous Coleoptera of Africa, including Madagascar. 
By Martin Jacoby, F.E.S. 

Part I. 

[Received January 5, 1897.] 

(Plate XVn.) 

Since ray last papei’S on African Phytophagain the Transactions 
of the Entomological Society of London for 1895 and in the 
‘Deutsche entoin. Zeitschrift’ of the same year, a good deal of 
new material has come into my hands. M. Alluaud, of Paris, has 
kindly submitted to me the Madagascar species obtained b)’^ him, 
which, as the number of species was not large, I have included 
here, although the fauna of Madagascar has little in common with 
that of Africa, while Mr. Guy Marshall has been busy collecting 
in Natal and Mashonaland with good results; and although not 
much is gained for science, in my opinion, by continuiiig to add 
new species to the already enormous material known and unknown, 
it is to be hoped that one day we shall be enabled to work out 
a Biologia of the country now' under investigation, as has been 
done in the case of Central America with such splendid results by 
Messrs. Godman and Salvin. 

The present paper deals only with the Crioco-ina, Cryptocephalina>, 
and Clythrivce ; the other families I hope to deal with in a future 
paper. Types of all the species are contained in my collection and 
in that of the British Museum. 

Lema pkinceps, n. sp. 

Eufous ; the autennie (the basal joints excepted) and the tarsi 
black ; thorax foveolate at the sides ; elytra metallic bright blue or 
violaceous, deeply foveolate below the base, strongly punctate- 
striate. 

Length 3| lines. 

Head impunctate, bituberculate between the eyes, the clypeus 
and labrum black ; antennse long and slender, black, the lower five 
joints rufous, the fourth joint one-half longer than the third one, 
the fifth very elongate ; thorax not longer than broad, the sides 
moderately constricted, rather strongly produced above the con- 
striction, the base with a deep transverse sulcus, a small transverse 
fovea is also placed immediately above the constriction at the sides, 
the disc with two rows of punctures at the middle, some other 
punctures also placed near the anterior angles ; sculellum fulvous, 
not longer than broad ; elytra with a deep depression below the 
base near the suture, bright mctalhc blue, strongly punctate-striate, 
the punctures slightly elongate and distinct to the apex, the inter- 
stices at the latter place strongly costate, the others flat and smooth; 
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underside and legs fulvous, nearly impunctate ; the sides of the 
breast clothed with short golden-yellow pubescence; terminal 
joints of the tarsi more or less black. 

Hab, West Coast of Africa. 

Amongst the large-sized metallic-blue species of Africa, the 
present one may be known by the colour of the antennce, their 
slender shape, the sculpturing of the thorax, and the deep elytral 
impression and their strong punctuation, as Avell as by the colour 
of the tarsi. I received several specimens from Mr. Alluaud in 
Paris. 

Lema aiarshalli, n. sp. (Plate XVII. fig. 2.) 

Grreenish black ; the vertex and the thorax fulvous, the latter 
with two spots on the disc and the base greenish ; elytra fulvous, 
strongly punctate-striate; a spot on the shoulder, the suture, 
and a transverse spot across the latter, below the base, metallic 
dark green. 

Length 3 lines. 

Head strongly and remotely punctured, the vertex fulvous with 
two greenish spots and a central similarly-coloured fovea ; eyes 
deeply notched ; lower portion of face greenish black; the entire 
head sparingly clothed with fulvous short hairs; palpi long and 
slender, black ; antennae rather short, greenish black, pubescent, 
the fifth and following joints gradually but slightly widened ; 
thorax about one-half broader than long, the sides but moderately 
constricted, the anterior angles shghtly tuberculiform, the surface 
with two rows of central punctures and some others anteriorly, 
fulvous, two triangular-shaped spots at the middle and a trans- 
verse band occupying the basal portion below the sulcus greenish 
black ; scutellum of the same colour, subquadrate, sparingly pubes- 
cent ; elytra with a slight depression below the base, reddish 
fulvous, deeply and regularly punctate-striate, the interstices 
longitudinally costate at the apex; an elongate spot on the shoulders, 
a transverse short spot across the suture below the base, and the 
suture itself narrowly metallic dark green ; underside and legs 
greenish black. 

Hah- Xatal (collected by Mr. Gr. Marshall). 

Of this handsome species, two specimens were obtained by 
Mr. Marshall in the neighbourhood of Xatal. This Lema seems 
very closely allied to L. insignis^ Lac., likewise from Africa, in 
regard to coloration ; but is smaller, the thorax is distinctly bi’oader 
than long (not scarcely so long as broad as in L. instgnis)^ the 
elytra have only a shallow depression below the base, not a deep 
one, and the band and subquadrate spot of which Lacordaire speaks 
are absent. 

Lema breyicorx^is, n. sp. 

Below blackish ; antennae very short, black ; basal and apical 
joint fulvous ; head and thorax obscure dai'k fulvous, minutely 
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punctured ; elytra greenish black, strongly punctate-striate ; last 
abdominal segment and the legs more or less flavous. 

Length 1^ line. 

Head dark fulvous, the vertex very convex, not constricted 
behind the eyes, minutely punctured, the sides and the middle 
deeply longitudinally sulcatej eyes large, very slightly notched; 
antennae extending to the base of the thorax only, the lower five 
and the apical joint fulvous, the others black, basal joints very 
short, nearly moniliform, the following five joints transverse, broader 
than long ; thorax scarcely longer than broad, the sides but very 
little constricted at the base, the surface without a sulcus, very 
minutely punctured and finely granulose, of a dark fulvous colour, 
with a slight aeneous gloss ; scutellum broader than long ; elytra 
with a’slight depression below’ the base, closely and strongly punctate- 
striate, the punctures rather elongate, the interstices flat, except 
near the extreme apex, impunctate ; legs flavous, the femora marked 
with piceous at the middle ; breast and abdomen greenish black, 
the last abdominal segment flavous. 

Hah. Tsipango, Natal (G. Marshall) -j also Mashonaland. 

This is a very interesting little Lema^ and unlike any other wdth 
which I am acquainted, on account of the very short antenme and 
their transversely-shaped joints and the scarcely constricted thorax. 
I have seen six specimens of this species. 

LeMA EUSCITAHSIS, n. sp. 

Testaceous ; the apical joints of the antenme and the tarsi more 
or less fuscous ; head and thorax impunctate ; elytra very deeply 
punctate-striate, the interstices at the apex convex. 

Length 2 lines. 

Head scarcely constricted behind the eyes, impunctate, the space 
between the eyes strongly swollen, wdth a deep central fovea, the 
supraocular grooves moderately deep, with some yellow^ pubescence ; 
eyes not very deeply notched ; antennae scarcely extending to the 
middle of the elytra, the basal joint short and thick, the second 
very short, the third and fourth equal, twice as long as the second 
one, the apex of each joint slightly stained with fuscous, the 
terminal joints entirely of that colour; thorax not longer than 
broad, the sides moderately constricted, the basal sulcus not very 
deep, the disc entirely impunctate, shining; scutellum with the 
apical margin emarginate ; elytra scarcely perceptibly depressed 
below the base, deeply foveolate-punctate at the base, less sti’ongly 
punctured posteriorly, the interstices not raised, except at the sides 
and apex ; underside entirely testaceous, clothed wdth fine yellow 
pubescence ; the legs of the same colour, the apex of each tarsal 
joint and the claw's fuscous. 

Hah. Tsipango (Natal) ; collected by Mr. Gr. Marshall. 

Allied to L. injima. Lac., from Senegal, but differing in the 
colour of the antennae and tarsi, in the impunctate head and thorax, 
and the deep elytral punctuation at the base ; the punctures at the 
low er portion are rather elongate in shape and as large as the space 
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dividing each puncture ; in one specimen the last joint of the 
antennae is fulvous, the preceding ones fuscous, and the basal joints 
as in the type. 

Lema semipurpurea, n. sp. 

Black, with bluish gloss ; antennae short ; thorax with rounded 
sides, finely punctured ; elytra purplish or bluish, deeply and 
closely punctate-striate, the ninth row entire. 

Length 2| lines. 

Head with some deep punctures at the vertex, the latter with 
two obscure small fulvous spots, more or less distinct, and a central 
longitudinal groove, frontal elevations absent, the space surrounding 
the eyes rugose ; antennae scarcely extending to the middle of the 
elytra, black, pubescent, the fifth and following joints rather robust 
and widened, one-half longer than broad ; thorax subquadrate, 
scarcely one-half broader than long, but very moderately constricted 
at the sides, the anterior half rather widened or thickened, but 
rounded, the anterior angles not produced, the basal sidcus deep, 
the space at the sides within the constriction transversely rugose, 
the rest of the surface finely punctured throughout, with some 
larger punctures intermixed ; scutellum not longer than broad ; 
elytra subcylindrical, without basal depression, metallic purplish or 
bluish, deeply and strongly punctured, the punctures large and 
closely placed, but diminishing at the apex, where the interstices 
are as usual, convex; underside and legs black, with a bluish gloss, 
the posterior femora only extending to the second abdominal 
segment. 

Hob, Mashonaland (6r. Marshall). 

From the smaller metallic species of Lema from Africa, L. semi- 
purpurea is well distinguished by the shape and punctuation of 
the thorax, the former is far more approaching to a cylindrical 
shape than is the case in most species from that region, although 
not to the extent that is found in two or three species ; the glabrous 
upper surface and want of an elytral depression separate the 
species from L. azurea, Kdug, and its allied forms. 

Lema tarsata, n. sp. (Plate XYII. fig. 1.) 

Head, antennm (the basal four joints excepted), the breast, and 
the tarsi black ; thorax flavous, foveolate, and punctured ; elytra 
deeply punctate-striate, flavous, the suture and the lateral margins 
bluish ; legs and abdomen flavous. 

Vai\ Elytra without dark bands, underside entirely black. 

Length 2 lines. 

Head black, strongly rugose and finely pubescent, the neck more 
or less fulvous, sometimes with a small black central spot, the 
space between the eyes with a deep central groove ; labrum and 
palpi black ; antennm extending to the middle of the elytra, black, 
the lower four joints flavous, terminal joints rather robust, twice 
as long as broad ; thorax subquadrate, one-half broader than long, 
the sides strongly widened towards the apex, the latter with a 
Proo, Zool. Soc, — 1897, No. XVI. 16 
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small tubercle at the anterior angles ; the surface flavous, strongly 
punctured at the middle, with two fovem placed anteriorly near the 
middle, and another more transverse one at each side, the basal 
sulcus deep, the anterior margin sometimes with a small black spot 
at the middle ; scutellum black, its apex truncate ; elytra not 
depressed below the base or scarcely so, with regular rows of 
moderately strong punctures, which get much finer towards the 
apex, where they are slightly elongate in shape, the ninth row 
entire, the margins narrowly, the suture more broadly bluish black ; 
underside black ; the abdomen more or less fulvous ; legs flavous, 
the tarsi black. 

Uab. Natal, Estcourt, 4000 ft. ((?. Marshall). 

Allied to L. aperta. Lac., in coloration, but quite distinct on 
account of the lateral and central thoracic fovese ; in the variety, 
of which several specimens ai-e before me, there is no trace of any 
elytral blue hands, but in other respects these specimens agree in 
everything. Mr. Marshall found this species under bark of trees. 

Lema coxsobrixa, n. sp. 

Black, thorax im punctate, bifoveolate; elytra metallic blue, 
strongly punctate-striate, depressed below the base; posterior 
femora at the lower portion fulvous. 

Length 2 lines. 

Head impunctate, black, the space between the eyes with 
two strongly raised elongate tubercles; eyes deeply eraarginate; 
antennae extending to the middle of the elytra, black, pubescent, the 
third and fourth joint elongate, the fifth the longest, terminal 
joints longer than broad ; thorax one half broader than long, the 
sides obliquely diverging outwards from the sulcation, the anterior 
angles rather acute, the disc impunctate, black, with a deep trans- 
verse subbasal sulcus and two small foveae anteriorly at the sides ; 
scutellum truncate at its apex ; elytra distinctly depressed below 
the base, metallic blue ; the punctures regular and rather deep, 
extending to the base and apex, the ninth row entire, the 
interstices flat and impunctate, except near the extreme apex ; 
underside and legs black, the posterior femora, their apex excepted, 
fulvous. 

Hab. Mashonaland (G. Marshall). 

Closely allied to L. affinis, Clark, and L. rufo-femorata, Cl. ; but 
differing from the former in the sculpture of the head and in the 
black abdomen, also in its smaller size, and from the latter in the 
black, not blue, colour, the bifoveolate thorax, and smooth, not 
rugose, elytral interstices. 

Two specimens are before me. 

Crioceris cylixdricollis, n. sp. 

Obscui’e fulvous ; the antennse, tibiae, and tarsi black ; thorax 
subcylindrical, with two rows of punctures; elytra pale fulvous, 
regularly and deeply punctured, the interstices convex at the 
apex. 
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Length 2| lines. 

Head impunctate at the vertex, the space round the eyes finely 
punctured and pubescent, with a sliort central groove ; antennsD 
very sliort and robust, black, the basal two joints fulvous ; thorax 
subcylindrioal, but slightly constricted at the base ; the sulcus 
indistinct and placed close to the base, the disc with two rows of 
rather deep punctures at the middle and a few others near the 
anterior angles; elytra with deep round punctures, placed in 
closely approached rows, the punctuation getting finer towards 
the apex, the interstices sparingly impressed with minute punc- 
tures, convex near the apex, there are some slight transverse Avrinkles 
to be seen below the base ; underside and the femora fulvous, 
clothed with extremely short yellow pubescence, tibiae and tarsi 
piceous or black. 

Hob, Madagascar, Diego-Suarez ((7. Alluaud), 

Smaller than (7, livida^ Ilahlm. ; the thorax more cylindrical and 
with two rows of punctures only ; the antennre also differently 
coloured. 

Crioceeis madaoascariexsis, n. sp. 

Dark fulvous ; antennae short, the last four joints black ; thorax 
flat, strongly and closely punctured ; elytra finely puuctate-striate, 
the interstices sparingly and finely punctured. 

Length 3 lines. 

Head deeply constricted at the base, with a short central and 
deep lateral grooves ; eyes deeply notched ; clypeus finely punc- 
tured ; palpi filiform ; antennae extending to the base of the 
thorax only, the second joint moniliform, third and fourth short, 
equal, the following joints triangularly vridened, the terminal ones 
strongly transverse, the lower seven joints fulvous, the others 
black; thorax subquadrate, slightly longer than broad, but mode- 
rately constricted at the middle, the anterior angles rounded, the 
surface rather flattened, strongly, UTegularly, and closely punctured, 
the space near the base nearly impunctate, with a very feeble 
transverse sulcation ; scutellum narrowly elongate ; elytra not 
depressed below the base, nor raised near the scutellum, with very 
regular rovs of punctures, which are larger anteriorly on the 
inner disc, the interstices flat, with a single row of fine punctures 
which are more or less interrupted, lateral max’gin strongly thick- 
ened ; underside nearly smooth and impunctate; tarsi blackish. 

Hah. Madagascar, Diego-Suarez {Alluaud). 

Closely allied to C, antennalis^ Lac., also from Madagascar ; but 
smaller, the last four, not five joints of the antennae black, the 
thorax much more strongly and closely punctured, and the elytral 
interstices likewise finely punctulate. (7. dimidiaticornis^ Lac., is 
described as having the antennm one-third the length of the body, 
the interstices of the elytra finely alutaceous and convex posteriorly, 
and the apex of the tibiae black as well as the tarsi. M. Alluaud 
has sent me three specimens of the present species which show no 
differences in any way. 

16^ 
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PEDRILIilA MADAGASCARIENSIS, U. Sp. 

Fulvous, pubescent ; the apical six joints of the antennie, the 
apex of the tibia?, and the tarsi, black; thoi’ax finely, elytra 
strongly punctured. 

Length line. 

Head broad, very sparingly and finely punctured, u ith some few 
hairs ; clypeus narrow, semicircular ; antennse widely separated at 
the base, extending scarcely beyond the base of the elytra, fulvous, 
the terminal seven joints black ; thorax but slightly broader than 
long, constricted below the middle, the latter projecting angularly, 
the disc vnth a shallow transverse groove near the base, the sides 
below the groove thickened, with some stiff' hairs, the surface 
finely and remotely punctured, each puncture p]*ovided with a 
blackish stiff hair; scutellum sub triangular, punctured and pubes- 
cent ; elytra slightly flattened along the suture, broader at the base 
than the thorax, much more strongly punctured than the latter and 
sparingly clothed with yellowish hairs ; underside and legs fulvous ; 
the apex of the posterior femora, (sometimes) that of the tibiae and 
the tarsi, black. 

Hah. Madagascar, Diego-Suarez {Alhtaud). 

This is the first species of the genus known to me from this 
locality. In the collection of M. Alluand and my o^™. 

Hemydacne, n. g. 

Elongate, parallel : head broad, not constricted ; antennae widely 
separated, filiform ; eyes small, slightly emarginate; thorax narrowed 
at the base, without lateral margin ; elytra wider than the thorax, 
deeply punctate-striate : first two abdominal segments much longer 
than the following ones ; posterior femora slightly iucrassate ; 
the four posterior tibiae with a tooth near the apex ; the first tarsal 
joint as long as the two following ones, claws appendiculate ; 
prosternum proportionately broad, yet twice as long as broad, its 
l3ase truncate. 

The insect for which this geniis is proposed is difficult to place 
in any of the earlier groups of Phytophaga, since it exhibits a 
number of characters peculiar to several of them ; thus the widely 
separated antennae and the broad head agree with Megascelis^ the 
thorax is somewhat similar to Orsodacna, hi\t the broad prosternum 
and the posterior tibiae widened into a tooth at the apex are not 
found amongst any of these sections. The insect had perhaps best 
find its place near Orsodaena at present, but would form a special 
group if other similarly structured species should be found. 

He:mydacxe maculicoleis, n. sp. (Plate XYII. fig. 3.) 

Below black, above and the legs testaceous ; head with one, the 
thorax with two black spots, remotely punctured ; elytra deeply 
punctate-striate ; the interstices longitudinally costate, flavous, the 
suture black. 

Length l|-2 lines. 
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Head with a few fine punctures, testaceous or tiavous ; the 
vertex with a triangular black spot ; clypeiis not separated from 
the face ; labrum deeply eniarginate ; apex of the mandibles black ; 
palpi rather robust ; antennae inserted below the inner margin 
of the eyes, not extending to the middle of the elytra, testaceous, 
the second joint one-half shorter than the third, this latter 
shorter than the fourth, the following joints elongate, the ter- 
minal ones shorter again and slightly thickened ; thorax gradually 
narrowed towards the base, about one-half broader than long, the 
surface remotely but rather strongly punctured, with an obsolete 
transverse depression near the base, the disc flavous or testaceous, 
with a triangular black spot at the middle of the anterior margin 
and another at the middle of the base, the flanks of the thorax like- 
wise black ; elytra with rows of deep and regular punctures, all the 
interstices longitudinally costate, the lateral margin not visible 
from above, narrowly black, like the suture ; underside black; legs 
flavous or testaceous. 

Hah, Madagascar, Diego-Suarez {C, Allvxtud), 

Miopeistis (Lophobasis) natale]s^sis, n. sp, (Plate XVII. 
fig. 5.) 

Black, pubescent, lower portion of the face flavous ; thorax 
flavous with two large black spots, coarsely punctured; elytra 
finely and closely punctured, flavous or testaceous, the margins 
narrowly and a spot on the shoulders black, the base with a ridge. 

Mas. The anterior legs very long, femora robust, tibim curved, 
tarsi slender. 

Fern. Legs equal, entirely flavous ; the elytra more closely and 
strongly punctured. 

Length 3-3| lines. 

(S . Head black at the upper portion and closely pubescent, the 
sides prolonged below the eyes, these small, feebly notched below ; 
clypeus fla-\'Ous, deeply triangularly emarginate at the anterior 
margin ; mandibles broad, flavous, strongly curved inwards at the 
tip, the latter black ; palpi flavous, the apex black ; antennae 
extenchng to about the base of the thorax, black, the lower three 
joints fulvous, the basal joint black above, the second and third 
short, equal, the following joints very strongly triangularly den- 
tate and widened ; thorax twice as broad as long, the sides and 
the posterior angles rounded, the surface sparingly and coarsely 
punctured, flavous, shining, the disc more or less fulvous, with a 
large black subquadrate spot at each side of variable size ; scutel- 
lum black, pubescent at its base, its apex truncate ; elytra with a 
narrow transverse ridge at the basal margin, closely punctured in 
irregular rows, flavous, opaque, the sutural and lateral margins 
very narrowly black, the shoulders with a small black spot; 
underside and the legs black, the extreme base of the femora and 
the tibiae more or less tiavous ; the first joint of the anterior tarsi 
in the male as long as the following two joints together. 

Hah^ Natal, Estcourt (6r. Marshall). 
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This and the following species seem to me to find their places best 
in Lacordaire’s snbgenus Lophohasis^ on account of tlie basal ridge o£ 
the elytra, although some of the other structural characters do not 
agree with the genus, but in that respect scarcely two species are 
similar amongst these variable insects. Of both sexes a good many 
specimens are before me : in some the elytra are without the dark 
margins and the thoracic spots are much smaller; the females differ 
much in the more strongly and closely punctured elytra, which are 
also more shining, and in having entirely flavous legs. 

Miopristis subrugosa, n, sp. (Plate XVII. fig. 7.) 

Black, pubescent ; the clypeus and the legs fulvous; thorax 
remotely and strongly punctured, flavous with two large black spots ; 
elytra very closel 3 ^ and strongly punctured, testaceous, a spot on 
the shoulder and three others placed triangularly near the apex, 
black. 

V(u\ Some or all the elytral spots absent. 

Mas. The anterior legs elongate, the tibise strongly curved. 

Fern. Legs normal, thorax and elytra nearly rugosely punctured. 

Length lines. 

Head pubescent and of the same sciilj^ture and colour as in the 
preceding species; the antennae also exactly similar, as well as the 
thorax ; elytoa with the basal margin likewise in shape of a ridge, 
very closely and strongly punctured, with an elongate spot on the 
shoulders and three round spots near the apex black — of these 
latter, one is placed close to the suture and two near the lateral 
margin, forming together a triangle ; legs fulvous, the femora 
above and the tarsi black. 

Hab. Natal, Estcourt {G. MarshaU). 

Closely allied to the preceding species, but quite distiuct on 
account of the almost rugose punctuation of the elytra and their 
pattern ; and even if the spots of the elytra are absent, both sexes 
may be at once known from 31. natalensis by their sculpture, which 
renders the elytra opaque, the female of the last-named species, on 
the contrary, having the elytra distinctly shining ; the spots of the 
thorax areas variable as usual in these insects. 

Miopristis atropasciata, n. sp. (Plate XVII. fig. 0.) 

Eulvous, the upper part of the head, the tibisB, tarsi, and sides 
of the breast black; thorax nearly impuuctate ; elytra with fine 
rows of punctures, fulvous, a triangular band at the base, and a 
transverse spot below the middle, black. 

Mas. The anterior legs elongate ; the first joint of the tarsi as 
long as the two following joints together. 

Length 3 lines. 

Head strongly covered with transverse and longitudinal strig 80 , 
the vertex smoother, black, in shape of a transverse baud with 
its anterior edge concave, lower portion of face fulvous, the ante- 
rior margin of the clypeus deeply triangularly emarginate, eyes 
moderate, distinctly notched, sides of the face produced into a 
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transverse ridge ^ mandibles robust, ful\ ous, the apex angularly 
curved, black ; antennae extending to the base of the thorax, black, 
the lower fire joints flavous, basal joint widened and curYecl, third 
one-half longer than the second, fourth more elongate, the others 
triangularly widened ; thorax twice as broad as long, the sides 
strongly rounded, the posterior angles distinct, the sides with a 
narrow reflexed margin, the disc very strongly convex, sulcate 
near the anterior margin at the middle, strongly punctured at the 
same place, the rest of the surface impunctate, reddish fulvous or 
rufous ; scutellum broad, black, its apex slightly raised : elytra 
parallel, finely punctured in vddely separated rows, fulvous, the 
base with a transverse black baud, which is gradually widened 
towards the suture and is slightly obliquely cut at the same place ; 
it extends as far as the shouldei’s only, where it ends in a spot ; 
below the middle is another transversely subquarate short band : 
the underside and the base of the femora fulvous, the apex of the 
tmterior femora and all the tibice and tarsi, as well as the sides of 
the breast, black. 

Hah. Natal, Estcourt (Cr. MarsIiaU). 

Both male and female specimens are before me ; the anterior legs 
of the former are, as usual, very elongate and their tibiae curved. 
The system of coloration in this species differs from any of those 
placed in this genus ; but I see no structural difterences of import- 
ance to separate it from Miopristis^ although it might perhaps be 
equally well placed in Antipus. The females only differin the shorter 
legs and less transverse thorax, the mandibles also are smaller. 

Melitokoma EPTSTOiWALis, Lac. 

The specimens which Mr. Marshall obtained at Mashonaland 
agree very nearly with Lacordaire’s description. The species differs 
from any other contained in the genus by the truncate margin of 
the epistome, which leaves a cavity exposing broadly the labrum ; 
this cavity is bounded at the sides by flattened projections, which 
are turned inwards (Lacordaire says ‘‘ tubercles ’^). All the 
specimens before me have the thorax marked with tu o large black 
spots joined at the base, and the elytra instead of having five spots 
have only one on the shoulder, a transverse band at, and another 
below, the middle black; as the elytral spots are often confluent in 
these insects I do not think that the Mashonaland specimens 
represent a new species, but only a variety. 

In the female the head is normal. 

PePLOFTERA QUADRIPUNCTATA, H. Sp. 

Black ; thorax rufous, finely punctured ; elytra rather strongly 
and closely punctate-striate, flavous, two spots near the base and 
two behind the middle, placed transversely, black. 

Length 3| lines. 

Head black, the vertex rather closely and finely punctured, the 
space between the eyes with a round fovea, strongly and closely 
punctured ; antennae not extending to the base of the thornx, 
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black, the lower three joints .fulvous ; thorax rather more than 
twice as broad as long, narrowed in front, the sides but slightly 
rounded, the surface vei'y finely but not closely punctured, with a 
slight depression near the posterior angles, which is a little more 
strongly punctured, basal lobe broadly produced, narrowly mar- 
gined with black as well as the anterior margin at the middle ; 
scutellum broader than long, black, shining ; elytra strongly lobed 
at the sides below the shoulders, very closely and rather regularly 
punctured in rows, flavous or fulvous, a small spot on the 
shoulders, another near the suture below the scutellum, and two 
rather lai^ger ones below the middle, placed transversely, black, of 
these spots the inner ones are the. largest ; underside and legs 
clothed with yellowish pubescence, tarsi broad and robust. 

Hah. Praetoria, also East Africa. 

Closely allied to P. ecldoni^ Lac., but the thorax without any band 
or spots and the general size smaller. The two specimens contained 
in my collection agree in every way with each other ; for all that, 
it may be that the species represents but a variety of P. ecHoni. 

Peploptera collaeis, u, sp. 

Black ; basal joints of the antennae fulvous ; thorax convex, im- 
punctate, fulvous, the base with two large black spots ; elytra finely 
and remotely punctured, flavous, a sutural and lateral narrow stripe 
black. 

Length 4 lines. 

Head black ; the vertex convex and smooth, the other part 
fiuely rugose and depressed between the eyes ; the clypeus more 
sparingly punctiwed ; labrum and palpi black ; antennas only 
exten£ng to the middle of the thorax, black, the lower four 
joints fulvous, basal joint strougly iucrassate ; thorax twice as 
broad as long, the sides rounded, the anterior margin concave, 
the surface rather strongly convex, impunctate, reddish fulvous, 
the base with a large subquadrate black patch at each side, ex- 
tending upwards to the middle, but both well separated ; scutellum 
black, its apex truncate ; elytra fiuely but distinctly punctured in 
semi-regular but rather widely separated rows, flavous, the suture 
with a narrow black band, not extending to the base, the sides 
with a similar band (leaving only the basal lobe of the ground- 
colour), abbreviated near the apex, the extreme apical margin 
like^vise narrowly black ; underside and legs black, fiuely pubes- 
cent, the tarsi broad and robust. 

Hah. Tabora, Ounyamyemhe. 

Of this species I possess a single example ; it is a comparatively 
large species, and differs from its congeners in the broad sub- 
quadrate black patches of the thorax in connection with the 
sculpture and pattern of the elytra, 

Peplopteea pulyitaesis, n. sp. 

Subcylindrical, black ; thorax extremely finely punctured, rufous 
a central elongate and two lateral round spots black ; elytra 
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liavous, strongly and serai-regularly punctured, a spot^ on the 
shoulders and a transverse baud near the apex black ; tibiae and 
tai'si flavous. 

Length 3-3 1 lines. 

Head black; the vertex smooth, convex, the lower portion 
rugose-punctate ; antennee scarcely extending to the middle of the 
elytra, black, the lower four joints fulvous ; thorax with strongly 
deflexed sides, the lateral margins but slightlj’’ rounded, the surface 
subcylindrical, extremelj" sparingly and finely punctured, reddish- 
fulvous, a short elongate spot at the middle and a small spot at 
each side black ; scutellum broad, black ; elytra with closely 
approached rows of strong punctures, which are rather irregularly 
placed at the base, flavous, a spot on the shoulder and a transverse 
band at some distance from the apex extending to the sides black ; 
underside closely pubescent, the greater portion of the tibiae and 
the tarsi flavous. 

Hah, Delagoa Bay, Zambezi Eiver. 

Of this species I possess three specimens, which agree very 
nearly with each other, except that in two of them the small 
lateral spot on the thorax is wanting. I am unable to find any 
species or variety described by Lacordaire or others which agrees 
with the present insect ; there are no lateral stripes of the elytra 
or sutural ones, as in so many species of this genus, and the 
punctuation of the elytra is strong and closely placed ; the tibiae 
and tarsi in all the specimens are nearly entirely fulvous. 

Peploptera axgulato-fasciata, n. sp. 

Black ; thorax fulvous, with a short central black stripe, the 
sides punctured ; elytra paler, strongly punctured anteriorly ; a spot 
on the shoulders and an angulate narrow band below the middle 
black. 

Length 3| lines. 

Subcylindrical ; the vertex convex, finely punctured, with a deep 
central gi'oove ; lower portion of face rugose ; antennse extending 
to half the length of the thorax only, fuscous, the lower four 
joints fulvous ; thorax twice as broad as long, the sides nearly 
straight, narrowed anteriorly, the median lobe slightly produced, 
truncate, the surface convex, reddish fulvous, with some distinct 
punctures near the anterior margin and at the posterior angles, as 
well as aloug the basal margin, the latter at the middle narrowly 
black, the centre with another short longitudinal black stripe ; 
scutellum black, impunctate, its apex truncate ; elytra distinctly 
lobed at the sides below the shoulders, strongly punctured iu 
closely approached, semi-regular rows, the posterior portion nearly 
impunctate ; the shoulders with an elongate black spot, a strongly 
angulate narrow transverse band is placed immediately below the 
middle, the angulate portion being directed towards the apex; 
the suture is likewise black near the extreme apex ; underside and 
legs strongly pubescent ; legs and tarsi very robust. 

Hah, Trausvaah 
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Of this species I possess two specimens ; they are at once dis- 
tinguished by the strongly angulate band which forms a right 
angle near the sides, without extending to either margin. 

PePLOPTEBA nUMERALIS, n. sp. 

Subcylindrical, black, clothed with grey pubescence below, 
above fuh'ous ; thorax minutely punctured, the sides and the 
anterior margin fulvous, the base black ; elytra regularly punctate- 
striate, fulvous, the suture and the lateral margin posteriorly, a 
broad transverse band near the apex, and an oblique stripe on the 
shoulder black. 

Far. Thorax fulvous, with three black bands; elytra more 
finely punctured, the posterior band absent ; I'est as in the type ; 
tibiae fulvous. 

Length 4 lines. 

Head finely and closely punctured, black ; the vertex swollen, 
separated by a transverse groove from the face ; eyes large, but 
slightly notched ; antennae extending to half the length of the 
thorax, black, the lower three joints fidvous ; thorax scarcely 
twice as broad us long, the sides nearl}'^ straight at the base, evenly 
rounded in front, the surface convex, extremely minutely and 
sparingly punctured, black, the sides and the anterior margin 
narrowly fulvous, this colour narrows gradually towards the base, 
but uidens into the black portion at its anterior margin at each 
side ; scutellum black, small ; elytra rather strongly and regularly 
punctate-striate, the punctures much finer and irregular near the 
apex, the space between the shoulders and the lateral margins 
impunctate, each elytron udth about nine or ten rows of punctures, 
of which some are more closely approached than others, especially 
those near the suture and at the sides, the colour flavous or pale 
fulvous, a broad black baud is placed across the suture near the 
apex, sending upwards a narrow sutimal branch as well as a mar- 
ginal one, both of which extend slightly beyond the middle of the 
elytra, another oblique short stripe, directed inwards, is placed on 
the shoulders, not touching the lateral band, the extreme lateral 
and apical margins are likewise black ; underside and legs of the 
same colour, densely clothed with silvery-grey pubescence ; tarsi 
broad, prosternal ridge distinct. 

Ifab. Lake Nyassa ; var. Port Natal. 

This and the following species of Peploptera (Diapromorpha) 
seem to be distinct from any species described by Lacordaire or 
since, although closely allied to many of them, nor do they agree 
with any of the A'arieties given, and I must look upon them as 
distinct ; the general coloration is, however, more or less the same 
in nearly all species, n hich makes their determination very difficult 
unless other characters are taken in connection. The present 
species seems closely allied to P. postica. Lac., but differs in several 
details, principally in the obHque elytral shoulder-stripe, which is 
not found in any of the allied species ; the variety agrees in that 
respect, but the posterior band is absent and the. thorax is fulvous. 
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with three longitudinal black bauds; this design is peculiar to 
many species and subject to great variation ; all the tibiae in this 
variety are likewise fulvous, and the locality is a different one, the 
elytral punctuation also differs : in spite of all this, the differences 
are so entirely those of degree, and the elytx’al pattern and 
direction of the bands are so similar, that I believe to be right in 
looking upon this form as a local variety only, more especially as the 
wide distribution of African insects is well known. 

Peploptera lateralis, 11. sp. 

Black ; thorax iinpunctate, rufous with a central black spot ; 
elytra finely and semiregularly punctured, flavous, a sutural and 
sublateral stripe, as well as the lateral margins, black ; tihive 
fulvous. 

Length 3| lines. 

Head and antennae as in the preceding species ; thorax rufous, 
very narrowly edged with black, the sides slightly rounded, sti’aight 
at the base, the surface entirely impunctate, the space in front of 
the scutellum depressed, with a few punctures, the middle with a 
narrow black stripe not extending to the apex ; scutellum black, 
small ; elytra flavous, with rows of small punctures rather regu- 
larly placed, which nearly disappear near the apex ; the suture to 
the whole extent narroM^y black, forming a baud which is slightly 
widened near the apex and angulate below the base, another 
narrow aud regular band, slightly narrowed at its middle, extends 
from the shoulder nearly to the apex, the lateral margin from the 
middle downwards is likewise narrowly edged with black ; under- 
side clothed with silvery pubescence ; tibiae fulvous ; tarsi very 
broad. 

Hah. Tabora, Ounyamyeiube. 

In this species the lateral black stripe o£ the elytra is placed not 
at, but before the margin, leaving a space as broad as the band itself 
between the latter and the lateral edge ; in this respect the species 
differs from any of its allies. A single specimen is contained in 
my collection. 

Lachh^a warshalli, n. sp. (Plate XVII. fig. 4 .) 

Black; the head and thorax finely pubescent, the anterior 
margin and the sides of the latter flavous ; elytra very finely 
punctured, fulvous, each with four small black spots placed trans- 
versely (2. 2). 

Length 4 lines. 

Head closely rugose and sparingly pubescent, the vertex finely 
punctured, the front with a longitudinal central groove, anterior 
margin of the clypeus triangularly emarginate, mandibles large ; 
antennae extending to the base of the thorax, black, the apex of 
the first, and the second and the third joint entirely, fulvous, 
third joint very short, fourth triangularly elongate, the following 
joints very strongly transversely M’idened ; thorax more than twice 
as broad as long, the sides strongly rounded, as well as the posterior 
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angles, the surface finely and closely punctured, clothed with 
whitish long pubescence, black, the anterior and lateral margins 
narrowly flavoiis ; scutelliim raised, black, its apex truncate ; 
elytra opaque, very finelj^ punctured, fulvous, with four small 
black spots, one on the shoulders, another lower down near the 
suture, and two placed transversely immediately below the middle ; 
underside and legs black, pubescent, anterior legs very elongate, 
the tibiaB slightly curved and mucronate at the apex, the first joint 
of the tarsi elongate, as long as the following two joints together. 

Hah. Natal, Ulundi, on flowers at the summit of Niginya, 
6500 ft. {Marshall). 

Very closely allied to L. marginata^ Lac., but the epistome only 
moderately concave at the anterior margin; the first joint of the 
antennae black, and the following two joints fulvous only, instead 
of the first four joints of that colour ; the elytra reddish fulvous, 
not pale testaceous, and with four spots only instead of five, 
the spots of nearly equal size ; there are two male specimens 
before me which are exactly similar in these respects. 

GtYiyandbophthalma elonhata, n. sp. 

Pale flavous or fulvous, antennie (the three or four basal joints 
excepted) black ; thorax iuipuuctate ; elytra with rows of very fine 
punctimes. 

Length 1^-3 lines. 

Of naiTOwly elongate shape, the female double the length of the 
male ; the head impuuctate, the upper portion slightly swollen, 
obsoletely depressed between the eyes ; the clypeus broad and 
flattened, impuuctate, its anterior margin semicircularly emargi- 
Bate ; eyes prominent, slightly notched at their lower portion ; 
antenn® extending to the base of the thorax, black, the lower 
three or four joints fidvous, the third extremely small, the fifth and 
following joints very strongly transverse ; thorax twice as broad as 
long, the sides moderately rounded, but slightly narrowed an- 
teriorly, the angles rather obtuse, posterior margin straight at the 
sides, its median lobe very slightly produced, stmight, the base 
slightly depressed in front of this lobe, with a few distinct punc- 
tures, rest of the surface entirely impuuctate ; scutelliim triangu- 
lar ; elytra subcylindrical, with rows of very fine punctures rather 
distantly placed ; abdomen flavous like the rest of the underside; 
the first joint of the posterior tarsi as long as the following two 
joints together. 

Hah. yierra Leone, Ehobomp, also Togo, Central Africa. 

Evidently very closely allied to G. miochiroides^ Lefebv., from 
Abyssinia, but the author describes his species as having a finely 
punctured thorax and smooth elytra, which is not the case in 
the present insect ; the female is of very elongate shape, and 
double the size of the male, but differs in no other way : the insect 
cannot be mistaken iov Miochira jiliformis^ Lac., which has a similar 
elongate shape and colour, but differs in the structure of the 
tarsi. 
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GtNANUEOPHTHALMA NATAIiEIfSIS, n. sp. 

Elongate, narrow, black, the vertex with two small fulvous spots ; 
thorax impunctate ; elytra very strongly and semi-regularly punc- 
tured, fulvous, a spot below the middle, near the suture, black. 

Var. Elytra without spots. 

Length 2 lines. 

Of narrow, nearly cylindrical shape ; the head impunctate at 
the verte.v, the latter with a small fulvous spot above the eyes, 
lower portion rugosely punctuj’ed, the middle with a distinct round 
fovea ; antenna* scarcely extending to the base of the thorax, black, 
the second and third joints obscure fulvous; thorax more than 
twice as broad as long, the sides obliquely rounded, narrowed in 
front, the surface rather convex, entirely impunctate, shining black ; 
scutellum very broad, triangular, the apex slightly raised, the surface 
impunctate ; elytra very strongly punctured in closely-approached 
semi-regular rows, the sides with a moi-e or less distinct narrow 
costa from the shoulder to the apex, a small black spot is placed 
near the suture below the middle ; underside and legs covered with 
greyish pubescence, black ; the first joint of the tarsi scarcely longer 
than the second. 

Hah. Natal. 

The naiTOW subcylindrical shape of this species, the colour of 
the head and thorax* and the two small fulvous spots on the vertex 
will help to distinguish it from any of its allies. I possess three 
specimens, two of which are without the elytral spots, 

Gtnandrophthalma atripennis. Lac. 

Specimens were obtained by Mr, G. Marshall at Estcourt, Natal, 
which entirely agree with Lacordaire’s description ; a specimen in 
my collection is, however, of an entirely pale fulvous colour, but 
differs in no other way whate^^er ; it u as likewise obtained at Natal. 
Lacordaire in his description gives the thorax as twice as long as 
broad, which of course should be reversed, it being evidently a 
misprint. 

GTXASnDROPHTHAtMA SEMINIGR.A, JaC. 

I have now found, unfortunately too late, that this species, 
described by me in the ‘Entomologist,’ 1891, is identical with 
Clythra infersecfa, Illig. 

CrIPTOCEPHALUS LITINGSTONI, II. sp, (Plate XVII. fig. 11.) 

Black ; thorax coarsely punctured, flavous, with a transverse 
black band ; elytra strongly punctate-striate, the interstices finely 
wrinkled, flavous, two connected spots at the base, another below 
the middle, and the extreme margins black. 

Var. a. Thorax black, narrowly margined with flavous. 

Var. h. Thorax as in the type ; elytra with a single shoidder- 
spot only. 

Length lg-l| line. 
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Head strongly rugosely punctured, black, sparingly pubescent; 
the anterior portion of the clypeus flavous ; antennje extending to 
the middle of the elytra, slender, black, the basal joint flavous 
below, the third joint slightly shorter than the fourth ; thorax with 
the sides almost straight, much narrowed anteriorly, the surface 
strongly and closely punctured, especially at the sides, flavous, the 
middle of the disc with a broad transverse black band, the posterior 
margin of which is produced at each end and at the middle into a 
point ; scutellum broadly triangular, its surface flattened ; elytra 
with strong and regular rows of punctures, the interstices finely 
transversely wrinkled, flavous, all the margins very narrowly black, 
the shoulders with a black spot, which is more or less connected 
with another one near the scutellum, forming a short seini-inter- 
rupted band, another spot placed below the middle occupies about 
five rows of punctures in a transverse sense ; the underside, pygi- 
dium, the femora, and the tarsi (partly) black ; the anterior femora 
more or less flavous below. 

Hah. Mashonaland ((?. MarsliaU), In the collection of the 
British Museum and that of my own. 

This species differs from most of its African congeners in the 
strongly and closely punctured thorax in connection with the 
transverse band of the latter ; in respect to the latter, there are 
not many species which are similarly marked ; the sculpturing of 
the elytra also differs from most African Crypt ocephaUna^^ so that 
the species will not be very difficult to recognize. In the varieties, 
the black colour of the thorax predominates to such an extent as 
to leave the margins only of the flavous ground-colour, this latter 
being aluays wider, however, at the sides in all the forms; the 
elytral spots are likewise often reduced to one only, and are pro- 
bably entirely absent occasionally; there are, however, only these 
three varieties before me, amongst the six specimens obtained by 
Mr. Marshall. 

Cryptocephalus decemnotatus, Suffr. 

Of this very variable species, an interesting variety was obtained 
by Mr. Marshall in Mashonaland amongst the typical form with 
three elytral black spots. In this variety the spots are more or less 
enlarged, so as to form elongate short stripes, which in one speci- 
men form a sutural and a transverse black band below the middle ; 
this latter band has its upper margin deeply concave between each 
row of punctures. This variety has not been mentioned by Suffrian. 
The other characters peculiar to the species, viz. the four thoracic 
black spots and the punctured interstices of the elytra, are all 
present in this variety, thus proving its identity with the type. 

CrYPTOCEPHALUS NIGROSUTUEALIS, 11. Sp. 

Black ; the anterior margin and sides of the thorax flavous, 
the disc very finely rugose ; elytra strongly punctate-striate and 
finely wrinkled, flavous, a spot on the shoulder and a broad sutural 
band, narrowed behind, black. 
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Length l|-lg line. 

Head black, finely rugosely punctured and sparingly pubescent; 
antennae rather short, entirely hlack, the third and fourth joint 
equal, the terminal joints slightly widened ; thorax with moderately 
rounded sides, the posterior angles not much produced, the entire 
surface finely rugose or wrinkled, making the punctuation very 
indistinct, black, the anterior margin very narron ly and the sides 
broadly flavous, the yellow colour at the latter place separated from 
the black portion by a strongly sinuate margin ; scntellum very 
broad, its apex pointed, minutely punctured, black; elytra with 
regular and deep rows of punctures, the interstices very finely 
transversely nxinkled, flavous, the shoulders with a black spot, 
the suture u ith a broad black band, which widens strongly at the 
base, so as to very nearly join the shoulder-spot, below" the middle 
the band narrows, but again gets slightly wider near the apex, to 
which it does not quite extend, the extreme lateral margin from 
below the base and the apical one are likewise black ; tbe pygidinm, 
underside, and legs are entirely of that colour. 

Hah. Mashonaland ( G', d7rt?-s/iaZZ) ; coll. Brit. Mus. and my own. 

A well-distinguished species, on account of the sculpturing and 
pattern of its thorax and elytra. 

Ceyptocephalus XATALBXsis, 11 . sp. (Plate XVII. fig. S.) 

Dark fulvous ; thorax longitudinally strigose, its margins flavous ; 
elytra deejily and closely punctured, the interstices longitudinally 
costate and with yellow short stripes. 

Length 1| line. 

Head with some strong punctures and a central groove at the 
vertex fulvous ; antennae extending to about the middle of the 
elytra, black, the lower four joints fulvous, third aud fourth joint 
equal, the fifth more elongate, the follow'ing joints slightly shoi'ter; 
thorax proportionally long, the sides straight, narrowed in front, 
the entire surface covered with longitudinal strigae, dark fulvous, 
the margins narrow ly flavous, the sides more broadly so and the 
base with two veiy narrow" flavous spots ; scntellum broadly trun- 
cate at its apex, flavous, margined with piceous ; elytra slightly 
narrowed posteriorly, closely impressed with large, deep, and 
transversely-shaped punctures, the interstices strongly costate, 
those near the suture of sinuate shape, fnlvons ; every alternate 
costa with two or three bright yellow stripes of various length, 
those at the apex and at the extreme margins nearly entirely 
of that colour ; underside and legs entirely fulvous, the latter 
robust. 

Hah. Natal (my collection). 

Of this species I have now' seen tw’o specimens, w'hich I formerly 
referred to C. araticollis, Chap., from Zanzibar ; w'ith this it 
entirely agrees in the unusual and interesting sculpturing of the 
thorax and the elytra : the eyes are likewise closely approached at 
the top of the head as in Chapuis’s species ; but as this author says 
nothing about the yellow margins of the thorax nor of the similarly- 
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coloured stripes of the elytra, I cannot look upon his species as 
identical, unless he has forgotten to mention this fact. 

Cryptooephalus latepasciatus, n. sp. 

Below flavous ; head and thorax rufous, the latter impuiictate, 
with two large black spots ; el3i:ra very strongly punctate-striate, 
rufous, a transverse black band at the base and another before the 
apex. 

Length 3 lines. 

Of broad and robust shape ; the head strongly punctured, vith 
a broad longitudinal depression between the eyes, the latter not 
very deeply notched ; anterior margin of the clypeiis semicircularly 
concave, labrum fulvous ; mandibles black ; antenna) scarcely ex- 
tending to the middle of the el3^tra, fuscous, the lower five joints 
flavous, the third, fourth, and fifth joint very elongate, nearly equal ; 
thorax twice as broad as long, with a comparative broad lateral 
reflexed margin, the posterior angles prominent, furnished with 
some strong teeth, the surface entirely iin punctate, rufous, the 
sides with a broad black band, which does not extend to the anterior 
margin ; scutellum very broad, its apex truncate, the base with a 
fovea, fulvous, margined with black; el3^trawith a deep depression 
within the shoulders, very strongly punctate-striate, distinct to the 
apex, but not quite extending to the base, the rows somewhat 
irregular here and there, sometimes with double punctures, the 
interstices smooth and impuiictate, rufous, shining, the base with 
a broad transverse black band, extending as far as the first row of 
punctures, leaving the sutural portion round the scutellum, as well 
as the lateral margin between the last row of punctures, of the 
ground-colour ; this band occupies nearly a third portion of the 
length of the elytra, a second narrower band is placed below the 
middle, but extends to the suture, the lower edge of the basal band 
and the upper margin of the second band are rather strongl3^ 
Sinuate ; p3^gidium, underside, and legs pale fulvous, clothed with 
short yellow pubescence. 

Niger-Benue Exped. (Staudingev') (my collection). 

Evidently closely allied to ( 7 . sidcifrons, Suffr,, but that species 
is described with a finely punctured thorax, with the elytral inter- 
stices likewise punctured, and with a black elytral band placed at 
the apex. G, temjyestivus^ Suffr., also resembles the present species 
in colour and in the position of the elytral bands, but has a black 
head, a distinctly punctured thorax, very regular elytral roM's of 
punctures with punctured interstices, and is much smaller. 

Cryptooephalus avestwoodi, n. sp. (Plate XVII. fig. 9.) 

Pale flavous; the head partly and two longitudinal thoracic 
bands piceous ; elytra deeply punctate-striate, the punctures 
piceous, each with a black spot on the shoulder, tAvo others placed 
transversely below the middle, and a reddish-fulvous angular band 
before the middle. 

Length 2 | lines. 
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Head rugosely punctured, more or less dark brown, with the 
margins round the eyes and the clypeiis flavous ; antennee short, 
not extending murh beyond the base of the thorax, the lower five 
joints flavous, the others black, the second and third joint equal in 
length, the following two joints more elongate, equal, the others 
only about one-half longer than broad ; thorax of usual shape, the 
sides moderately rounded, the surface very sparingly and finely 
punctured, flavous, the basal margin narrowly black, the others 
brownish, the disc with two longitudinal nearly black bands from 
base to apex, their margins stained with brown ; scntellum flavous, 
the base black ; elytra with the shoulders scarcely prominent, 
impressed with large, round, and distantly-placed piceous punctures, 
flavous, the sutural and lateral margins posteriorly brown, the 
shoulders with a black mark, followed by a transverse, short, 
strongly-angulate, reddish-fulvous band, which does not extend to 
either margin, four round black spots are placed transversely below 
the middle ; pygidium with two large dark brownish patches ; 
underside and legs pale fulvous, the breast darker ; prosternum 
broad, its base bisinuate. 

Hah. Xatal, Estcourt ((?. Marshall). 

This is a curiously-marked species, of which two specimens are 
before me. I only know of one or two similar instances in which 
the elytral markings are of two shades amongst the African species 
of Cryptocephalinae ; as both the specimens are exactly similar 
in every respect, 1 have no doubt that it is the normal coloration 
of the species, which would find its place near C. bifasciatus, Fabr., 
or allies. 

Cktptocephalus agguegatus, n. sp. 

Dark blue or gi'eenisb ; the tibise and tarsi more or less fulvous ; 
thorax strongly rugose-punctate ; elytra with deep and very close 
rows of punctures, the interstices also strongly and closely 
punctured. 

Length li-2 lines. 

Head closely rugose-punctate, the eyes rather closely approached 
at the top, broadly triangularly notched ; antennse black, the third 
and fourth joint equal, the following joints rather strongly tri- 
angularly widened; thorax with slightly rounded sides, strongly 
narrowed anteriorly, the posterior margin without teeth, the surface 
very strongly convex, deeply rugose-punctate, the punctures round, 
extremely closely placed, the interstices reticulate and partly con- 
fluent ; scutellum broad, with a few^ fine punctures ; elytra narrowed 
posteriorly, the shoulders rounded, not prominent, the surface 
closely and entirely covered by deep transversely-shaped punctures, 
which are rather indistinctly arranged in rows and divided by 
slightly smaller punctures : pygidium black, finely rugose ; under- 
side and the femora bluish black, finely punctured and pubescent ; 
tibiae and tarsi more or less fulvous ; prosternum broad, its base 
nearly truncate. 

Hah. Niger-Bemie Expedition (Standinger). 

Pnoc. ZooL. Soc, — 1897, No. XYII, 
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The sculpturing of this species is quite exceptional amongst the 
African representatives of the genus, but it approaches in that 
respect, as well as in colouring, C. smarcajdalus^ Fabr. ; but 
the present species has entirely black antenme, rounded shoulders, 
and the arraiigeinent of the punctures in rows can only be seen in 
certain lights, as they are so closely approached and having the 
interstices nearly as strongly punctured- 

CrTPTOCEPHALUS TRISULCAXrS, Suffr- 

Black, clypeus white ; thorax and elytra fulvous, the former with 
two oblique black bands ; elytra moderately strongly punctured, a 
spot on the shoulder and two others, obliquely-transverse, near the 
apex black; femora blaek and white. 

Var, Thorax with four black spots, elytra without any spots. 

Length 2 lines. 

Head black, very finely punctured at the vertex ; the clypeus 
and the sides below the eyes yellowish white ; antenme slender, 
black, the lower five joints testaceous, the third joint one-half 
longer than the second, the foui'th shorter than the fifth joint, 
terminal joints elongate in the male, shorter in the other sex; 
thorax strongly narrowed in front, the sides evenly rounded, 
postei'ior margin bisinuate at the sides, the surface nearly impunc- 
tate, fulvous, the posterior angles flavous, all the margins narrowly 
black, the middle of the disc with two oblique longitudinal bauds, 
not extending to the apex, and scarcely to the base ; scutellum 
black ; elytra rather finely punctate-striate near the suture, the 
punctures nearly obsolete at the base, the sides more strongly and 
closely punctured, with the interstices slightly convex, the lateral 
margins posteriorly as weW as the apical ones narrowly black, a 
black spot is placed on the slioulder and two others near the apex, 
of these one is situated across the suture, the other rather larger 
one near the lateral margin and a little higher than the sutural 
spot; underside and the femora black, the anterior femora with 
their lower surface nearly white ; tibise fulvous, or stained with 
piceous at the apex ; prosternum with two small teeth at its base, 
yellowish white, as Avell as the mesosternum and the space between 
the posterior coxae, the entire underside nearly impunctate. 

Hah. Natal, Estcourt {G. Marshall). 

The position of the elytral spots differs from that of any other 
African species except G. erifthromelas with which I am acquainted, 
and the white clypeus, prosternum, and bicolored antenor femora 
are likewise characteristic of the present insect. The variety differs 
in no way from the type except in the absence of the elytral spots 
and in the breaking up into four spots of the thoracic bands ; the 
former are placed quadrately, thus indicating the oblique shape of 
the bands in the normal fonn, marking their commencement and end. 

I have given here a new description of Suffriaws species, with 
which the present insect agrees so closely that I must identify it 
with it, although the specimens before me are smaller than the size 
given by Suffrian; this author had also probably old specimens 
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before him in which the white colour of the clypeus &c. had become 
discoloured. The variety I mention has not been noticed by Suffidan, 
and my description of the spotted form is considered by him to 
represent a rare variety ; that the Xatal insect may, however, prove 
to be of another closely allied species is not impossible. 

Crtptocephalus ms^icixcTUs, n. sp. 

Black, the base of the antennm and the tibiae more or less fulvous; 
thorax very minutely punctured, fulvous, with more or less confluent 
black bands ; elytra strongly punctate, the insterstices finely punc- 
tured, fulvous, the margins narrowly and a short lateral stripe 
black. 

Length 2 lines. 

Head strongly rugose and finely pubescent, black ; antennae 
extending beyond the middle of the elytra, black, the lower five 
joints fulvous, the second and third joints short, nearly equal, 
terminal joints rather elongate, shorter in the female as well as 
the entire anteunac ; thorax strongly narrowed in front, the sides 
but slightly rounded, the disc very minutely and irregularly 
punctured, reddish fulvous, the sides occupied by two broad black 
bands of variable width, often connected with another small black 
spot near the margin, but as frequently separated from it and 
narrower ; scutellum not longer than broad, black ; elytra with 
deep rows of slightly transversely-shaped punctures, the interstices 
also with a single row of minute punctures, the basal, sutural, and 
lateral margins (the latter at the posterior portion only) black, the 
surface pale fulvous, with a short black band from the shoulder to 
below the middle placed between the seventh and ninth rows of 
punctures; underside and pygidium black, finely pubescent; the 
prosternum, mesosternum, and a spot between the posterior coxae 
yellow; legs black, the tibiae more or less fulvous at the base and 
apex. 

Hah, Xatal, Estcourt {G. Marshall), 

The single elytral stripe at the sides and the rugose and black 
head, as well as the other details pointed out, will separate this 
species from any of its African congeners. 1 have seen four speci- 
mens only, varying in the amount of black on the thorax and legs. 

Crypxocephalus bimaculicollis, n. sp. (Plate XVII. fig. 12.) 

Enlvous, thorax impimctate, the disc rufous, the margins flavous, 
the base with two black spots ; elytra finely punctate-striate, yellow, 
a transverse band at the base and a narrower one near the apex 
black. 

Length 2 lines. 

Head with a few fine punctures, the vertex fulvous or piceous, 
the lower portion flavous ; labrum and palpi testaceous ; antennae 
extending to the middle of the elytra, shorter in the female, the 
lower five or six joints flavous, the others fuscous, third joint 
but slightly longer than the second, terminal joints elongate: 
thorax strongly narrowed in front, the sides nearly straight, the 
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surface only perceptibly punctured when seen under a strong lens, 
the entire disc almost occupied by two broad rufous bands, which 
sometimes unite or are only divided by a very narrow streak of the 
ground-colour, the anterior margin and the sides more broadly 
bright yellow, the base with two small black spots, all the extreme 
margins likewise black ; scutellum slightly longer than broad, 
black ; elytra slightly narrowed posteriorly, the space surrounding 
the scutellum rather raised, the punctures fine, nearly obliterated 
at the base, the interstices flat, slightly wrinkled here and there, 
flavous, the base, with a transverse black band, which is gradually 
narrowed towards the suture, but leaves the extreme lateral margin 
of the ground-colour, another narrower black baud is placed near 
the apex, with its upper and lower margins irregularly indented; 
underside, legs, and pygidium fulvous, finely pubescent. 

Hah. Natal, Estcourt (fr. Marshall). 

This pretty species seems very nearly to resemble in coloration 
0. ilecoratus, Reiche, from Abyssinia, but the position of the elytral 
bands and that of the spots of the thorax is different : in the latter 
respect I am not acquainted with any other species from Africa 
being similarly marked Muth three shades of colour, except in the 
case of 0. decoratus ; but in that species the black spots of the 
thorax are placed at the middle and not at the base, the anteuufe 
are entirely fulvous, and the elytral bauds broader. C. hifasciaius, 
Eabr., has an entirely fulvous thorax, with two central black spots 
and differently shaped elytral bands. There are four specimens 
before me. 

Cryptocephahjs ateocinctus, n. sp. 

Head, antennm, and the breast black : thorax fulvous, with pale 
margins and two bi-oad black bands, finely punctured; elytra 
moderately deeply punctured, flavous, with a sutural and two lateral 
black longitudinal bands abbreviated posteriorly. 

Length 2 lines. 

Head black, rather closely ])iinctured ; the clypens and a narrow 
stripe in front of the eyes greyish or yellowish white ; antennm 
extending to about the middle of the elytra, slender, black, the 
lower four or five joints moi’e or less fulvous at the base, third and 
fourth joint nearly equal, the following more elongate, terminal 
joints slightly thickened ; thorax tw-ice as broad as long, narrowed 
in front, the lateral margins nearly straight, the basal margin with 
some small teeth at the angles, the surface very finely and ratlier 
closely punctured, reddish fulvous, the margins flavous, the sides 
more broadly so, extreme basal margin black, the disc with two 
broad oblique black bands, not extending to the anterior margin 
and sometimes reduced to two small spots only ; scutellum nearly 
subquadrate, black with a fulvous spot ; elytra moderately strongly 
punctate-striate, the punctures at the sides lai'ger and more closely 
placed, the surface bright yellow, with thi-ee black longitudinal 
bands, not extending to the apex, the sutural one narrowed at the 
base but widened into a slightly triangular shape at the apex and 
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exteiidiug to the second row of punctures, the lateral bauds occu- 
pying four rows of punctures but of the same width as the sutural 
band, with the margins more regular and less dentate than in the 
last named, the lateral margin also more or less black posteriorly ; 
underside black, more or less marked with flavous ; legs flavous, 
the femora often partly black or fulvous ; prosternum broad, flavous, 
impunctate ; pygidiiiin black, its apex more or less fulvous. 

Hal), Natal, Estcourt (G, Marshall). 

A pretty species alUed to (7. viuigei\ Suffr., and C. oontrarius^ 
Chap., in coloration, but differing in the closely punctured head and 
the pale margins or stripes surrounding the eyes, and in the yellow 
clypeus : the stripes of the elytra are also differently shaped ; but 
the amount of black at the underside and of the thorax is very 
variable, in one specimen the black bands of the latter are nearly 
united at the middle by a narrow transverse streak, leaving a 
fulvous patch at the base wdiich is again divided by a central short 
narrow^ streak of piceous ; the anteuua3 are also variable in colour. 
C. vittifjer has an entirely black head, the elytral bands are differ- 
ently shaped, and the underside also varies. 

Obyptocephalus alluaudi, n. sp. 

Black and yellow ; head with two fulvous spots on the vertex ; 
thorax impunctate, black, the sides, anterior margin, and a spot at 
the base yellow ; elytra strongly punctate-striate, black, a narrow 
sutural and a broad lateral band yellow^ ; legs flavous. 

Var. Elytra black, the shoulders and the apex ^vith a short 
yellow spot. 

Length 1 line. 

Of posteriorly sliglitly narrowed shape ; the head rather closely 
punctured at the middle, black, the vertex with two obscure 
fulvous spots ; the clypeus, a narrow^ space in front of the eyes, 
and the labrum yellow 5 antennae extending sliglitly beyond the 
middle of the elytra, the lower five joints flavous, the others black, 
the basal joint much tliickened, the third and fourth equal, the 
terminal joints gradually but rather strongly incrassate ; thorax 
twice as broad as long, strongly narrowed in front, the sides 
straight or very nearly so, with a narrow reflexed margin, the 
angles not prominent, the surface nearly impunctate, a few scarcely 
perceptible punctures only being visible under a strong lens, black, 
the anterior margin narrowly, a broad band at the sides and a 
square-shaped spot in front of the scutellum yellow ; scutellum 
rather broad, its apex truncate, yellow^, narrowly margined with 
black ; elytra narro\ved posteriorly, with deep rows of punctures, 
distinct to the apex, the interstices slightly transversely wrinkled 
liere and there, the colour black, a narrow, anteriorly widened 
sutural stripe, not extending to the apex, and a broad band at the 
sides not extending to the margins nor to the apex, but of variable 
width, yellow ; underside finely pubescent, black ; the prosternum, 
mesosternum, the last abdominal segment, and the legs flavous, the 
latter rather darker; prosternuiu subquadrate, its base slightly 
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concave, the sides with a raised margin ; pygidium fulvous with a 
black patch at the middle. 

Hab, Assinie, W. Coast of Africa {Gh, Allmud). 

Likewise allied in coloration to C, vittiger^ Suffr., C. jucundiis^ 
Dobrn, but differing in the colour of the thorax, scutellum, &c. 
The amount of black and yellow is very variable, the bands of the 
thorax and elytra differing mnch in their width ; in the variety there 
are only four yellow spots present on the ehTra, indicating the 
bands, and it is probable that the other extreme in which the 
yellow predominates may be found : the small siibqiiadrate yellow 
spot in front of the scutellum is a good mark of recognition 
in this species. 

Cryptocepilvlus poricollis, n. sp. 

Dark browm ; antennae and legs flavous ; thorax deeply 
pimctnred and longitudinally strigose, the margins and tw'o spots 
flavous ; elytra deeply punctate-striate, the interstices costate, 
flavous, an obscure transverse band before, another below^ the 
middle, and the apex dark brown. 

Length 1 line. 

Head with a few^ punctures at the vertex and round the eyes, 
the former browui, the hitter closely approached at the top, the 
intermediate space and the clypeus flavous ; antennae nearly ex- 
tending to the middle of the elytra, flavous, the basal joint much 
thickened, the second short, the third and fourth equal, slender, 
the terminal joints more elongate, shghtiy thickened ; thorax twice 
as broad as long, the lateral margin straight, narrowed towards the 
apex, the surface very closely and deeply punctured, the punctures 
rather more wddely placed near the base, the interstices everywhere 
longitudinallv raised and obliquely directed towards the base, dark 
brown, the anterior and lateral margins, the former very narrowly, 
and two round spots near the base, flavous, extreme basal margin 
black ; scutellum triangular, its apex raised ; . elytra subcyhncirical, 
the punctured strije deeply placed, all the interstices strong!}' 
costate, flavous, this colour interrupted by two obscure transverse 
brow'n bands before and below the middle, the second band is 
generally widened near the suture, the apices are likewise more less 
browm ; the underside is sparingly punctured, dark browm ; the pro- 
sternnm is broad and widened towards the base, finely punctured. 

Uah. Madagascar, Diego-Suarez {Ch, Allunud), 

A pretty little species, much distinguished by the sculpture of 
the thorax, and evidently closely allied to several other Madagascar 
species described by the late Duvivier, having the elytra similarly 
strongly costate; in none of these, how’ever, is the thorax coarsely 
punctured and strigose. 

Cryptocephalus armatus, n. sp. 

Black ; the clypens, basal joints of the antennoD, and the legs 
flavous ; thorax finely and closely punctured, flavous with two 
large black spots ; elytra strongly punctate-striate, the interstices 
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closely punctured, flavous, a sutural band aud two large spots at 
the sides black. 

Length l|line. 

Head very broad, finely and closely punctured, black ; the clypeus 
separated from the face by the perfectly straight lower edge of the 
latter and placed at a deeper level, flavous, bounded at each side by 
a long triangular projection of the head, mandibles large and 
broad; antennee short, black, the lower five joints flavous, third, 
fourth, aud fifth joints equal, short, terminal joints transversely 
widened ; thorax strongly transverse, but slightly widened at the 
middle, the lateral margins nearly straight, the surface closely and 
finely but distinctly punctured, flavous, the extreme margins dark, 
the disc with two large transversely-shaped black spots, occupying 
the greater part of the sides; scutellum broad, its apex truncate, 
black ; elytra with regular row^s of strong punctures which get 
finer towards the apex, the interstices also very distinctly and 
closely punctured, flavous, the suture ^vith a narrow black baud 
which below the middle widens into a lancet-shaped spot, the sides 
with two large black spots, one on the shoulder and the other 
immediately below it, both large aud of irregular shape, the lower 
spot ending at some distance from the apex ; below black, the apex 
of the abdomen aud the pygidium flavous, the latter with a small 
black spot at the apex ; legs fulvous. 

Hah, Niger-Benue Exped. {Standing er). 

Of this little species, which is much distinguished by the 
shape and structure of the head, I received a single example from 
Dr. Staudiuger. 

Ceyptocephalus maeshalli, n. sp. (Plate XVII. fig. 10.) 

Head yellow, spotted with black ; thorax flavous, finely punc- 
tured, with a transverse baud at the middle aud the base black ; 
scutellum black ; elytra moderately strongly punctate-striate, 
flavous, the margins narrowly, four spots placed quadrately at the 
base, and another A-shaped spot below the middle at the sides, 
black ; underside and legs fulvous, spotted with black. 

Length 2| lines. 

Head closely and strongly punctured ; the vertex black, with 
two small flavous spots ; the lower portion flavous, with a black 
spot at the base of the antennae, the latter scarcely extending to 
the middle of the elytra, fulvous ; the terminal four or five joints 
more or less black, the third joint twice as long as the second, 
fourth slightly longer than the third, the follo\^ iiig joints rather 
strongly widened ; thorax strongly transvei'se, rather short, the 
sides rounded, strongly aiarrowed in front, the surface closely and 
finely punctured, flavous, the middle of the disc occupied by a 
narrow transverse black band, not extending to the sides but 
connected with another narrower band of irregular shape at the 
base by a narrow central streak of black and also sometimes at 
each end ; scutellum not longer than broad, black ; elytra not 
very strongly punctured, the interstices flat and iinpuuctate, the 
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sutural, basal, and the lateral margin posteriorly black, below the 
base four black spots of irregular shape are placed in an oblique 
quadrate position, of these, one is situated on tlie shoulder, the 
other directly below it, the other two between the lateral spots 
and the suture, also below each other, occupying the third and 
fourth and the fifth, sixth, and seventh interstices respectively, 
the A-shaped marked is placed below the middle near the lateral 
margin and is sometimes divided into two irregular spots ; pygi- 
dium fulvous, finely pubescent ; underside and legs of the same 
colour ; the sides of the breast and a spot on the upper portion of 
the femora blackish. 

Hah, jS’atal, Estcourt ((?. Marshall). 

In the markings of the thorax this species resembles G. dentl’- 
cidatas^ Suffr., of which it may possibly be an extreme variety ; I 
have, however, two specimens before me which almost entirely 
agree with each other, and in these the elytral markings are quite 
different from the above-named species, especially in the very 
narrow black sutural and lateral margin (the last of which com- 
mences at the middle only). Suflfrian also speaks of finely wrinkled 
and punctured elytral interstices, of which there is no trace in the 
present insect. 

CCENOBIUS ELAYITAESIS, n. Sp. 

Black, shining, the basal joints of the antennae, the apex of the 
tibiae, and the tarsi flavous ; thorax strongly punctured ; elytra 
very strongly punctate-striate, the interstices longitudinally 
costate at the sides. 

Length f line. 

Head black ; the entire vertex and the sides occupied by the 
eyes, which meet at the top ; antennae extending a little beyond 
the base of the thorax, black, the basal five joints flavous, third 
and fourth joint very small, terminal joints distinctly widened ; 
thorax about one-half broader than long, the sides nearly straight 
and much narrowed anteriorly, the surface with a deep transverse 
oblique groove at each side, strongly and rather closely punctured, 
the punctures somewhat oblong in shape, the basal margin with a 
row of deep and closely placed punctures ; scutellum narrowly 
elongate ; elytra with very deep and close rows of punctures, the 
shoulders very prominent, the basal margin in shape of a ridge, 
the interstices longitudinally costate, more strongly so at the sides 
than at the disc: the underside, pygidium, and the legs black, 
the extreme apex of the tibim and the tarsi flavous. 

Hah. Mashonaland (6r. Marshall), A single specimen in the 
British Museum collection. 

Allied to C, nigritellus^ Suffr., but at once distinguished by the 
flavous tarsi and the sculpturing of the thorax &c. 0. suffriant^ 

Jac., has the head strigose at the vertex, the antennm scarcely 
widened, the thorax without lateral depressions, and the tarsi black. 

Chbamys natalensts, n. sp. 

Obscure fulvous or pieeous ; the antennm and the tibiae fulvous . 



